Summaries of Key Supreme Court Cases Related to the Death Penalty
Directions:  For literary practice, in blanks that contain parentheses ( ), use context clues to figure out the meaning of the word in bold, and restate the word with your own synonym or definition. 

Witherspoon v. Illinois , 391 U.S. 510 (1968):
Jurors must be willing to impose the death penalty in order to sit on a capital jury trial.

**Furman v. Georgia , 408 U.S. 238 (1972):
The application of the death penalty is unconstitutional based on a citizen’s protection from “cruel and unusual punishment” (_____________________________________________________________), which is part of the Eight Amendment.  The Court reached this conclusion based on the evidence that the application of the penalty was unequal, often discretionary and haphazard. Some of the Justices in the majority noted that the death sentence has been disproportionately imposed and carried out on the poor, black, and the members of unpopular groups. The death penalty is unusual if it discriminates defendant by reason of his race, religion, wealth, social position, or class, or if it is imposed under a procedure that gives room for the play of such prejudices. This decision ended the death penalty in the United States.   
**Gregg v. Georgia , 428 U.S. 153 (1976):
The death penalty is constitutional.   Furman vs. Georgia is overturned and a new legal precedent (_________________________) is set.

Petitioner (__________________________________________________) was sentenced to death for armed robbery and murder of two men in Georgia. On appeal the Georgia Supreme Court affirmed except as to the imposition of a death sentence on robbery charges. The U.S. Supreme court granted certiorari.

Issue Presented to the Court:

Did imposition of death sentence for the crime of murder under the Georgia statute constitute 
Petitioner argued that the changes in Georgia's sentencing procedures after Furman have not removed the elements of arbitrariness.  (_________________________________).

The court holds that the punishment of death for the crime of murder does not, under all circumstances, violate the Eighth and Fourteenth Amendments. The Eighth Amendment, according to “evolving standards of decency” (__________________________) forbids the use of punishment that is "excessive" (__________________________) either because it inflicts unnecessary pain or because it is grossly disproportionate to the severity of the crime. This does not mean, however, that a legislature is required to select the least severe penalty possible and that capital punishment for the crime of murder is invalid. Retribution (______________________) and possibility of deterrence (________________________) are permissible considerations in determining whether the death penalty should be imposed (________________________________________). 

Thus, Georgia’s statutory system under which the punishment and guilt portions of the trial are bifurcated (__________________________________), with the jury hearing additional evidence and argument at the sentence phase, under which jury is instructed on statutory factors of aggravation and mitigation, and under which Georgia Supreme Court performs proportionality reviews, is constitutional.

Woodson v. North Carolina , 428 U.S. 280 (1976):
Mandatory (_____________________________) death sentences violate the Eighth and Fourteenth Amendments.

Coker v. Georgia , 433 U.S. 584 (1977):
Death sentences for the rape of an adult woman violate the Eighth Amendment.

Enmund v. Florida, 458 U.S. 782 (1982):
Death sentences for individuals who did not intend (________________) to kill the victim violate the Eighth Amendment.

Ford v. Wainwright, 477 U.S. 399 (1986):
The Eighth Amendment prohibits the execution of a person who is insane and not aware of his execution (_____________________________) or the reasons for it.

Thompson v. Oklahoma, 487 U.S. 815 (1988):
The execution of a person under the age of 16 at the time of the offense is a violation of the Eighth Amendment.

Penry v. Lynaugh, 492 U.S. 302 (1989):
It is not unconstitutional to execute a person with "mental retardation".
Atkins v. Virginia, 536 U.S. 304 (2002):
The execution of a person with "mental retardation" violates the Eighth Amendment.  Precedent is once again overturned. (_____________________________________)
Roper v. Simmons, 543 U.S. 551 (2005):
The Constitution prohibits the execution of individuals who were under 18 at the time of the offense.(_____________________________)
Baze v. Rees, 553 U.S. 35 (2008):
The Supreme Court ruled that Kentucky's three-drug protocol (_______________________________)for carrying out lethal injections does not amount to cruel and unusual punishment under the Eighth Amendment.    

Kennedy v. Louisiana, 554 U.S. 407 (2008):
The U.S. Supreme Court struck down as unconstitutional a Louisiana statute that allowed the death penalty for the rape of a child where the victim did not die.

